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FOR DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, IT 

SUBJECT: PUBLICATION OF DECLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS 

1 . THE PUBLICATION IN SEPTEMBER OF A NUMBER OF 
DECLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS FROM THE EARLY 1950'S (PART OF A 
VOLUME OF THE FOREIGN RELATIONS SERIES) PRODUCED A 
NUMBER OF FRONT PAGE STORIES IN THE ITALIAN PRESS 

THE STORIES ALLEGED THAT THE DOCU- 
MENTS REVEAL THAT THE USG WAS PREPARED INTHE EARLY 
FIFTIES TO USE ITS ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL POWER, 

AND IF NECESSARY, US TROOPS, TO PREVENT THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY FROM COMING TO POWER IN ITALY. UNFORTUNATELY, 
THIS EMBASSY DID NOT HAVE ADVANCE NOTICE OF THE 
PUBLICATION NOR OF THE CONTENT OF THE DOCUMENTS; IT 
WAS THEREFORE NOT IN A POSITION TO TAKE ANY MITIGATING 
ACTION WITH REGARD TO THESE STORIES IN WHICH THE 
LEFTIST PRESS ONCE AGAIN PICTURED THE USG AS BLATANTLY 
INTERVENTIONIST. 

2. SINCE THE ABOVE IS NOT AN ISOLATED CASE AND 
BOTH HISTORICAL PUBLICATION AND RELEASE OF DOCU- 
MENTS UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT WILL 
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CONTINUE, IT WOULD SEEM APPROPRIATE AND DESIRABLE 
THAT EMBASSIES BE GIVEN ADVANCE NOTICE ON THE CON- 
TNETS AND PUBLICATION OR RELEASE DATES OF ANY 
DECLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS. MOST, OF COURSE, WILL NOT 
BE OF ANY CURRENT INTEREST, BUT OUR EXPERIENCE IN 
ITALY IN RECENT YEARS INDICATES THAT THE ITALIAN PRESS 
CAN FIND EVIDENCE OF PAST ALLEGED MISBEHAVIOR OR 
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BAD INTENTIONS AND USE IT AS A MEANS OF ATTACKING 
OUR CURRENT POLICIES AND OPERATIONS. THESE ATTACKS 
ARE OCCASIONALLY VERY DAMAGING. ACCORDINGLY I WOULD 
HOPE THAT THE DEPARTMENT WILLESTABLISH NEW RULES 
THAT REQUIRE ADVANCE NOTICE TO THE EMBASSIES CONCERNED 
WHEN PREVIOUSLY CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS ARE RELEASED 
FOR PUBLICATION. I SHOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE IT IF 
YOU WOULD TAKE AN INTEREST IN THIS IMPORTANT PUBLIC 
RELATIONS PROBLEM WHICH I FEEL CERTAIN IS NOT 
CONFINED TO ITALY ALONE. 

GARDNER 
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